Project 1946:

The Ghost Rocket Wave 

January 1946

Strange luminous clouds in the morning and evening skies of January the 4th started this, the most ”phenomenal” year in Swedish UFO history. The snow-covered landscapes turned red and green. A bright fire-ball passed over the Swedish county of Dalarna on January 17, and there were other strange phenomena in the skies.

Swedish defence completed their technical analysis of the wreckage of a V-2 bomb that had crashed in south Sweden on June 13, 1944. 

Case 1.

Luminous morning clouds frightened horses and dogs
Time: January 4, in the morning

Place: Many places in South Sweden

A newswire from TT (Tidningarnas Telegrambyrå), the Swedish Newspaper Agency. published by many Swedish newspapers on January 8:

”On January 4, at 7.50 and 8.15 hours [in the morning] a number of fully reliable witnesses in Lund and surrounding areas, sighted, according to what professor Knut Lundmark [a wellknown Swedish astronomer, 1889-1958] has told [the newspaper] Arbetet, a light phenomenon in the sky which is difficult to explain. It seemed like a luminous zone from the south to the north and it had the strongest luminousity at the zenith. At Revingehed [a military training field] the army watch-dogs crawled into their kennels when the peculiar luminousity began. One horse, hitched to a wagon, lowered his head towards his legs and remained in that position as long as the light-phenomenon lasted.”

Weather observer Andersson in Hörby noted in the log book: 

”On the 4th between 7.50 and 8.10 a luminous phenomenon was seen over almost the whole sky. It was almost dark-red in colour and strongest at the zenith. The sky was clouded and the clouds were at a low altitude. The animals shied at the sight of the phenomenon, the dogs even crawled into their kennels. All electric lights indoors took on a greenish hue.”

Status: Luminous clouds.
Source: Several Swedish newspapers (such as Sundsvalls Tidning and Falu-Kuriren), January 8, 1946. Notes from the SMHI (Swedish weather bureau) yearbook copied by ufologist Sven Schalin. 

Case 2.

Dark-red morning clouds at Uppsala
Time: January 4, 08.30 in the morning

Place: Uppsala, north of Stockholm

A weather observer at the Meteorological Institution at Uppsala wrote in his diary: ”On the 4 th, at 08.30, a light phenomenon was seen. Air, snow and house-facings turned dark purple, the clouds were dark-red.”

Status: Luminous clouds.
Source: SMHI yearbook, notes from the yearbook copied by ufologist Sven Schalin.

Case 3. 

Luminous evening clouds in the Stockholm area
Time: January 4, evening hours

Place: Stockholm area

On January 9, yet another TT newswire published by many newspapers:

”The strange luminous phenomenon, sighted in Skåne [the southernmost province] a few days ago, was also sighted in Stockholm, however this time in the evening of the same day. Professor [Bertil] Lindblad [astronomer, 1895-1965] of the Stockholm observatory [at Saltsjöbaden] has explained to [the newspaper] Expressen, that there is no other probable explanation than that it was a zone of high-altitude clouds lighted by the sun, shortly before sunrise [this comment refers to the south-Swedish phenomenon in the morning]. Such strongly luminous clouds can sometimes create very distinctive light effects. What happened here in the Stockholm area was something similar, but in the evening, shortly after sunset. Many saw it from Saltsjöbaden and there even the altitude of the clouds was measured.”

Status: Luminous clouds.

Source: Several Swedish newspapers (such as Smålands Dagblad), January 9. 

January 4: First remote-controlled plane
The Stockholms-Tidningen, reported, from New York [January 4]  that instruments for remote-control of aircraft had now been constructed by the Bell Aircraft Co. The remote-controlled plane is equipped with a television transmitter whereby the controller, on ground, or in another airplane, can follow what is happening with, and inside, the plane, He can also see ”how the line of the horizon looks from the cockpit”. The new method of control is ”expected to save many lifes of test pilots”. 

Case 4. 

Jämtland: Luminous point
Time: January 5, 08.30 hours

Place: Ljungdalen, county of Jämtland

”County of Jämtland. Ljungdalen ([weather observer] Andersson). On the 5th, at 8.30 hours, before sunrise a small, strongly luminous point was seen in the sky to the south-east.”

Status: Planet or star? Insufficient information.

Source: SMHI yearbook, notes copied by Sven Schalin.

Case xxx.

A mirage at Gagnef
Time: January 8, about 15.00 hours

Place: Gagnef, county of Dalarna

”A remarkable light phenomenon was seen last Tuesday from the northern parts of Gagnef. The phenomenon appeared in the western sky at about 15.00 hours. In the sky appeared a small landscape with a lake and a hill in the background, and several buildings in front, a small cottage being the most prominent. It is supposed that this phenomenon has some connection to the mysterious light in Skåne on the same day [a mistake here: the Skåne lights were published on January 8, but had actually occured on January 4].”

Status: Mirage.

Source: Mora Tidning, January 14. Credit: John-Erik Pettersson.

Case xxx.

Morning fireball over Barkarby
Time: January 9, 08.15 in the morning

Place: Fransborg, Barkarby, northwest of Stockholm

Letter found in Defence Staff archives:

”[To] the Military Staff, Stockholm 90:  

”Wednesday, January 9, at 8.15, before noon, the undersigned spotted a fireball large as a two-crowns coin in the sky, whirling and shining as hard as the sun. Came from a southerly direction and disappeared in the northwest. 

”Sincerely,  Alice Ahlsén, Fransborg, Barkarby, July 11, 1946.”

The letter was written in response to the Defence Staff call for reports on July 10. This case is wrongly listed in the Defence Staff tabulations under the date July 9.

Status: Insufficient information

Source: Letter in Defence Staff archives.

Case xxx.

A meteor?

Time:  January 9, 16.00 hours

Place: Ljungdalen, county of Jämtland

”On the 9th, 16.00 hours, a fireball was observed, trailing through the sky at great speed.”

Status: Meteor.

Source: SMHI yearbook, notes copied by ufologist Sven Schalin.

Case xxx.

A search-light on the ice
Time: January 10 (or 17), early morning

Place: On the Dalälven river, county of Dalarna
”Strange light phenomena have been seen at different places in Dalarna these last days. An inhabitant of Hedemora called our newspaper to report such a peculiar light, sighted in the southern part of Dalarna. On the early Thursday morning our source was angling from a hole in the ice on Dalälven (the Dala river) close to the island Snashar, when suddenly a bright search-light lit up the hazy air, allowing the silhouette of trees in the woods to the north, beyond lake Hofran, to be viewed quite clearly. The light reminded the witness of a large search-light but there were neither military nor air force training missions in the area. Thus there is no explanation of the phenomenon to be found.”

Note: If it wasn´t for the source dating (January 15) this might be yet another sighting of the January 17 meteor (below). In fact, the local Mora Tidning reported [on January 18] this sighting as having occured on January 17.

Status: Insufficient information

Source: Säters Tidning [local newspaper], probably (?) January 15. Credit: Berit Bergqvist. Mora Tidning, January 18.

Case xxx.

A local morning meteor over Borlänge
Time: January 17, about 06.00 (morning)

Places: Many witnesses in the county of Dalarna

Map of Dalarna (Dalecarlia) (part of) with place names mentioned and direction of flight

We have recorded at least nine sightings of this morning meteor, which occured in darkness, some three hours before sunrise. The following accounts are abbreviated from the original sources:

xxx-A: ”A large bright, luminous meteor flew over Borlänge at about 06.00 hours in the morning. It flew approximately from the east to the west passing at low altitude over Tjärna. The luminous ball was estimated to be about 1,5 meter in diameter and was surrounded by a circle of violet beams. It had a luminous tail, almost 40 meters long. The phenomenon was observed for a couple of seconds. Light was so strong that it illuminated the whole of Tjärnaheden like multi-coloured neon light. The meteor went at such a low [relative] altitude that it sometimes was behind treetops. It is possible..that it crashed in the vicinity...near Båstasjön or up on the Tjärna mountain.” 

xxx-B: ”...a man who yesterday visited the DD [newspaper] offices tells us that he at 05.50 in the morning saw a large fireball coming with a hissing sound over the ironworks, disappearing in the direction of Kvarnsveden or Båtsta. There was a long tail behind, and one could here the hissing in the air. He thought it flew just over the treetops and the roofs.”

xxx-C: ”At Horndal a person from Villahed tells us that it was precisely five minutes after 6, when his house was lit up by a strong light and as he looked out he saw a ball-like, strong white light moving at ordinary airplane speed over the sky. Several people at Horndal sighted the meteor, which was surrounded by a beautiful formation of sparks, and a crackling sound. It was not very high up in the air.”

xxx-D: ”Other inhabitants of Borlänge have reported their sighting of the meteor on Thursday morning. A couple of workers at the Domnarvet ironworks saw, at Forssa, a big luminous ball trailed by a firetail, coming fron the Hönsarvet area and disappearing over the Tjärnabergen (Tjärna mountains).”

xxx-E: ”Another witness from Mjälga was on his way to work in the central part of the city when he saw the meteor coming from the Islingby area, passing over Östervik and disappearing towards Tjärna. The whole sky seemed like a sea of fire and there was like a murmur in the air as it flew by. ...it would be interesting to know if the it was seen further west. Is there someone in Mockfjärd, for instance, who saw the phenomenon?” 

xxx-F: ”A witness in the area south of Rommehed saw the phenomenon at exactly the same time as the first reporter, that is two minutes past six... The light-cone was brilliantly white with multicoloured edges and a red tail. The [falling] angle towards the ground was estimated at 35 degrees. It went from the east towards Västansjö strand.”

xxx-G: ”From Forshuvud comes...a report that makes it possible to roughly estimate the place [where it fell]. All previous witnesses seem to have seen the meteor to the north. The observer from Forshuvud says it came from the SSW and went towards the NNE. In that case it would have gone roughly from Islingsby, over the Domnarvet ironworks and continued roughly over Bysjön and up towards Valran and Gimmen. It seemed like it was falling into a field, but on further inspection of the place nothing was found... Has anyone up in Gagnef seen the meteor? If not, it might be that it fell somewhere between Stora Tuna and Gagnef.” 

xxx-H: ”..The latest report, from Amsberg, says that the meteor came from the Bysjö area and went towards the Övermora chalet [Swedish: ”fäbod”]. It was at such a low altitude that the observer expected it to crash on the mountain. but no crash was seen or heard...”

xxx-I: ”The chances of finding out where the meteor crashed are by now very small. The latest report comes from two persons at Baggbo, who saw the meteor going in the direction as estimated before, thus approximately towards Gimmen. These persons are, however, sure of seeing that the meteor died out before reached the ground.  - This report seems rather stange, says teacher H. Frendin. In that case the meteor would have disintegrated completely. One must, however, take any statement on meteors with a large grain of salt. This concerns, not the least, information on distances, and it is therefore impossible to calculate the place of a possible impact. One can see a meteor go out, but this means that it is at a very large distance from earth...”

Status: Meteor

Sources: A: Borlänge Tidning, January 18. B: Dala-Demokraten, January 19. C: Säters Tidning, January 19.  D/E: Borlänge Tidning, January 19. F/G: Borlänge Tidning, January 24. H: Borlänge Tidning, January 26. I: Borlänge Tidning, February 2.

Case xxx.

Fireball frightens Finnish children 

Time: Early winter 1946 (exact date unknown), at 17.00 hours (local time).

Place: Räimä, Finland.

”A 12 year-old girl, together with her brother and sister, 8 and 10, had been to a neighbour fetching a kitten. The children were walking home along a creek on a horsetrail. Suddenly they got dazzled by an enormous light. A bang was heard and after the light had been visible for a few seconds at the same spot it shrunk and disappeared. The small children burst out in tears and started to run home. The observer had the kitten in a basket. After stumbling around in the snow for a while she managed to get back home after her brother and sister. The children told their father and he went out together with some of the children to investigate the place. He found an area on the ground were the snow had melted and the ground had been coloured. The observer don’t remember what colour.”

Status: Probable meteor. 

Source: Lasse Ahonen (editor): Vuosiraportti 92 (Finnish ufological yearbook 1992), pages 49-50. Translation by Telle Lilja and Tomas Ericsson. 

January 18: A meteor over France?

”An American C-54 transport plane was 7.000 feet over the French countryside on its way to Paris. Some 3.000 feet below the plane was a layer of broken clouds, but above that the sky was clear. It was at 11 o´clock at night on January 18, 1946. The flight was uneventful until suddenly the pilot of the C-54 saw a brilliant ”shooting star” appear 35 degrees above the horizon. The ”shooting star” streaked downward without exploding. The brilliant blob dropped below the eastern hoizon, but then, much to the pilot´s surprisem the ”shooting star” quickly reappeared! The ”shooting star” came back into view and: ”...described a tiny hyperbola of perhaps one degree altitude and fell again from sight.” This were the words of the pilot who felt that the ”shooting star” did the impossible by ricocheting or rebounding. This event marked the beginning of numerous sightings of strange phenomena in the skies of Europe.”

Source: Loren Gross: UFOs: a history. 1946: the ghost rockets, page 1.
Case xxx

Meteor or contrail over Småland

Time: January 23, 15.00 hours (afternoon)

Place: Northern parts of the county of Småland

”A mighty light phenomenon was observed at about 15.00 hours, on the Wednesday, over the northern parts of [the county of] Småland, for instance at Eksjö and Mariannelund. At very great altitude a streak of light, almost like a comet, moved in an east-westerly direction. The light, which could be seen for 12 minutes, was reportedly seen, at about the same time, at Rydsnäs. Eyewitnesses guess that what was seen was a meteor. It is not impossible, however, that it was an airplane, exhaust-gases from which transformed into ice-crystals, giving the illusion of a streak of light.”

Note: Seeing a meteor for 12 minutes would not be possible but seeing the (luminous) vapour trail from a meteor for such a time would be possible.

Status: Probable meteor or contrail

Source: Smålands Dagblad, January 24.

January 25: The extradition 

to Russia of the Balts
On January 25 - a much regretted day in Swedish history - the Russian vessel Beloostrov left the harbour of Trelleborg, on the southern tip of Skåne, with 145 Balts (mostly Latvians) and 234 German ex-soldiers on board, bound for extradition to Russia. One Balt committed suicide on the quay. A divided and hesitant Swedish ministry had finally decided, on a majority vote, to follow the word from the great red power in the East. Even the Swedish king, Gustaf V, had asked Stalin to leave the Balts aside but with no luck.   

February                     
Case xxx.

Ghost flier in a snow storm

...asking for sugar and spices..?
Time: February 7, 16.00-22.00 (evening) and (?) 

February 8.

Place: In the area surrounding Härnösand, county of Ångermanland

Wrote Sundsvalls Tidning [ST] on their front page for February 8, 1946:

”AIRPLANE CIRCLED FOR SEVERAL HOURS IN SMOKING SNOWSTORM. The population of the Gussjö area was alarmed yesterday evening by a powerful engine sound in the air, apparently from a circling airplane, which, for several hours, in smoking snowstorm circled the district. The engine was first noted at about 20.00 hours, according to information from the telephone switch-board at Gussjö, and the last time the plane was heard of was at about 22.00 hours, when it disappeared on an easterly course.

”According to information from the switch-board there has been a severe snowstorm the whole evening in the area, that blocked the view. Several villagers were out to locate the airplane, but all was in vain. The plane flew at such an altitude, however, that there was no reason to fear a collision with the surrounding mountain slopes. Anxiety among the villagers was great since they suspected that the airplane, for some reason, had to force-land. The only possibility was to land on the nearby lake Gussjön. The last time they heard the engine, it disappeared in an easterly direction, which would compare to the route taken by the regular plane to Midlanda [airport] from the north. 

”Chief constable John Nordberg at Härnösand, with whom ST had a talk this night, states that he has had no reports from his district to indicate the mysterious airplan has landed anywhere. When the chief constable talked to the air controller at Midlanda, he stated that no airplane was expected nor had started from that airport during the time in question. Neither has the F4 Air Force wing at Östersund had any plane in the air at that time. On the other hand, there was a rumour, according to the chief constable, that a small plane had started from Ljustorp heading for Skellefteå during the evening. This had not been confirmed.

”The chief constable further stated that he had ordered the local population near Gussjö to light guiding fires on the [ice-covered] lake, and the use of all available car headlights. At the time of going to press there was no further report on the mysterious plane.”

Map of Härnösand area with relevant places noted

The next edition of Sundsvalls Tidning (February 9) continues the story:

”A NEW GHOST FLIER IN THE OPINION OF THE ÅNGERMANLAND PEOPLE. TRUSTWORTHY PEOPLE SAW AN AIRPLANE.  The mystery surrounding the airplane in the Gussjö area is still wrapped in darkness because late Friday night there were still no reports of a force-landed airplane in the Härsösand area. The powerful snowstorm has kept on the whole Friday, therefore it hasn´t been possible to gain any information on a possible landing in the surrounding, extensive woods since woodmen have been hiding in their huts. 

”The engine sound in the Gussjö area is, without any doubt, believed to have come from an airplane, since in certain places the roar was so loud as to make window-panes rattle. An investigation has shown that no Swedish plane, military or civilian, is missing. It might be that some foreign plane, for instance a Norwegian plane, lost its course in the snowstorm and got lost in Sweden. 

”The staff at the Högbonden lighthouse, on [the island] Ulvön, attest that they on Thursday noon heard a powerful engine sound, evidently from an airplane. The sound disappeared towards [the town of] Härnösand. Trustworthy people have both seen and heard the plane pass over the town at 15.30 hours. At about 16.00 hours the Gussjö villagers first noticed the engine and with short interruptions it was heard in the area as late as about 22.00 hours, when it disappeared. People in the Härnösand area are now speaking, man to man, about a revival om the [1930s] ”ghost flier”. 

”One theory is that the sound emanates from something as prosaic as a snow-clearing machine. Such a machine was operating on the Midlanda airport at the time and it is now thought to be impossible that it is the roar from this machine that was heard in the Gussjö area.”

The story continued in Sundsvalls Tidning on February 10 with another twist, that, in the end, provided no solution to the mystery:

”THE GHOST PLANE IS BELIEVED TO BE A LOST FINNISH PLANE. A Finnish plane that started from Kuopio for Vasa, last Thursday, is missing and is wanted by Finnish air authorities. This plane is now connected to the engine sound heard over Stigsjö [one of the villages in the Gussjö area] in Ångermanland on Thursday afternoon. The Finnish plane started from Kuopio at 14.15. At 16.30 the engine sound was first heard at Stigsjö and if the machine had come in over the Swedish mainland, this matches quite well with the expected flight time to Sweden...The plane had, according to information from Finland petrol for flying up to 18.30 hours. All search missions in Swedish areas have so far been in vain.

”A chief constable at Skog has told ST that at about 15.00 hours on Thursday he had heard a powerful engine sound which disappeared in a southerly direction.”

The February 10 article then ends in an anti-climax: ”Finnish military authorities states, after detailed investigation, that the lost Finnish military plane could not possibly have come over to the Swedish land.” 

E.Rosborg, chief air controller at the Sundsvall/ Härnösands airport [Midlanda], took careful notes on his actions on February 7, 8 and 9. These notes were sent as a memo to the LFS, Kungl. luftfartsstyrelsen [Royal air board] in Stockholm. We will quote parts of his memo here:

”I herewith send my notes on actions taken on 7/2, 8/2 and 9/2 concerning reported engine sounds in the vicinity of Härnösand. 

”7/2. 20.10, tel. from commander Modin, Sundsvall, who reported that airplane noise had been heard in the Gussjö area according to information from baker Johansson [telephone number] Gussjöbygden 10, via ABA [the Swedish airline] Härnösand.

”20.20, ordered lighting of fieldlights and a row of lights [this may refer to lighting at the Midlanda airport]....

”20.45, had a call from baker Johansson, who had heard the airplane noise for several hours. Snow fog. Mr. Johansson was asked to try and arrange some kind of lighting in an area where a landing was possible. Car headlights, for instance, lanterns, etc. Mr. Johansson promised to report if something of importance would happen.

”20.48, had a call from air controller Ulander, F21 [air force base at Luleå], who reported that F21 had no plane in the air, promised to investigate if any civilian aircraft from Upper Norrland had been flying at the time in question.

”20.50, [on Midlanda airport] lightning on, row of lights being established. (Complete by about 21.35).

”21.10, call from air controller at F4 [air force wing at Östersund], who reported that they had no airplane in the air.

”21.20, call from chief constable Nordberg [Härnösand], who promised to start investigations and arrange for lighting in the form of car headlights, fires, lanterns, or similar, if needed, and to report anything of value. 

”21.30, from air controller F21 [Luleå] reporting that A/B Norrlandsflyg [airplane company] may have a plane en route Ljustorp - Sollefteå.

”21.45, call from chief constable Nordberg [Härnösand]. Reported he had phoned people in the Gussjö area to order fires or other lightning. Promised to call later.

”22.30, from chief constable Nordberg that no airplane had been spotted, but that had been heard earlier in the evening.

”22.37, called Ljustorp 50 [telephone number], the fog warning station at Ljustorp. They had not heard any airplane.

”23.10, spoken to air controller F21 that we will turn out our field lighting.

”8/2. 08.20, from chief constable Nordberg that he had had no reports during the night....

”11.20, to chief constable Nordberg asking if he had any news. No news. According to baker Johansson, Gussjö, the plane should have been heard between 16.00 - 22.00 when the sound disappeared in an easterly direction.

”11.33, call to Hägglund och Söner, Örnsköldsvik, asking if they had any planes in the air on 7/2. ”Yes, but all had landed at 12.00”.

”11.33, telegram from air controller F21. Concerning Norrlandsflyg. No flight on 7/2. Plane is in Sollefteå since 6/2...

”17.50, from Härnösand radio. Airplane had circled for about 30 minutes near Veda ferry berth, according to policeman Nordstrand...

”18.36, from Härnösand radio. No news.

”18.50, from policeman Nordstrand at Veda. Heard engine sound from 16.55 to 17.30. Also engine noise at 18.00 but uncertain if this was from an airplane. Promised to call if something new happened and to light fires or lanterns in the direction of the wind if any airplane would want to land. [This note obviously refers to sounds heard on the evening of Friday, February 8.] 

”22.40, from chief constable Persson, Nordingrå. Reported that an airplane had been heard circling over Häggvik between 09.15 and 22.30. The airplane had been flying in a generally north - southerly direction with exception for one hour now and then, when it wasn´t heard of. 

”9/2. 12.50, from Captain Knabe, LFS [air board] that TL [air controller] SH [Sundsvall-Härnösand] should investigate the incidents of 7/2...

”14.15. Told the chief constables in the Säbrå-, Kramfors-, Härnösand-, Skog- and Söråker districts to immediately contact TL SH when they have learned anything concerning the flights in question. 

”Sundsvall/Härnösand airport, February 9, 1946. E. Rosborg, air controller.”

On Februrary 12, Sundsvalls Tidning published a sensational report:

”THE GHOST FLIER WANTED SUGAR AND SPICES. The latest theory on the ”ghost plane” over the Härnösand area is that it was a Norwegian plane, probably military. 

”If this explanation is correct the flyer would even have landed somewhere close to Härnösand and the pilot would have visited a store in Härnösand to buy sugar and spices before going up in the air and, due to the snow storm, lost his orientation over the Gussjö area. 

”The theory is stated by caretaker K.A.Andersson employed by the provincial archive. Mr. Andersson saw the mysterious airplane himself. 

”-- There is no doubt that the airplane flew over the city at this time, says Mr. Andersson. Several people in the street stopped to follow the plane with their eyes. I don´t find it impossible that the plane landed somewhere near town, possibly on [lake] Bondsjön, since it is a fact that half-an-hour after I had seen the plane disappear, a Norwegian flyer entered Lövdahls eftr. [a shop] on Nybrogatan, where my daughter is an assistant.  

”Miss Rut Andersson says, of the pilot visit to [the] Lövahls [shop], that the Norwegian wore an English uniform with ”Norway” on a ribbon around his left arm, and a Norwegian flag on his shoulder. On the tunic he had a air badge on one side and some other badge on the other. On his forage cap was another air badge. The Norwegian flyer asked for spices and sugar, and paid with a Swedish one hundred crown banknote.”

Another twist to the February 7-8 engine sound: Was it a  strange portent of what was to happen on February 10 in the Härnösand area? 

Sketch of a B-18 bomber 

Eight Swedish air force B-18 bombers, plus one B-3 transport plane, were flying on a training mission from Västerås to Kalix, when they got caught in a powerful snowstorm and all nine planes had to force-land within a small area near Härnösand. One of the planes landed in the harbour of Härnösand and sank through the ice, only to be recovered 33 years later, restored and is now part of the historical collection of the Air Force museum at Linköping. Another of the B-18 bombers (air force serial number 18180) was last heard of at 1410 hours reporting on long wave frequency that  they were lost with only 50 litres of petrol remaining. The plane, and crew of three people, was never heard of and has never been found. 

Status: Unidentified

Sources: Sundsvalls Tidning, February 8, 9, 10 and 12. Lost bomber story: Sundsvalls Tidning, February 11, 12, 13, 14 and 16.

Memo from E. Rosborg. Reference nr L 1432/46. Flygstaben [Air Staff]. Inkommande skrivelser 1946, Volume 21. CII:21. Diarienr 566 ankom 15/2. (War Archives, Stockholm). 



Torvald Johannes (editor); SAAB 18. Flyghistorisk revy nummer 31. Published by the Swedish Aviation Historical Society, 1984.


Case xxx.

The February 17 fireball

Time: Sunday, February 17, about 23.30 [February 18, about 00.30 for the sightings in Finland]

Places: mainly county of Västerbotten and the western part of Finland.

A powerful meteor - or several meteoric stones - lit the skies of the coastland of  Norrland on Thursday, February 17. AFU has gathered about twenty reports from newspaper sources, which is probably only a sampling. For reasons of space each report has been shortened to the most essential details: 

xxx-A: Powerful light over the whole coastland of Västerbotten, mostly in the Umeå area. Mrs. Elin Grubbström, wife of the lighthouse-keeper at Bjuröklubb, had gone to bed when the room was completely lit up for about two seconds. Then darkness and another intense light again. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 19)

xxx-B: A similar sighting from postman Kalle Ahlevård in Uttersjöbäcken. He had been reading when he noticed the very strong, blue-white light. No sound. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 19)

xxx-C: A witness at Hörnsjö got the impression the meteor was at the same altitude as the clouds. A fireball with tail, It seemed to pass through the clouds and when it did the light changed from blue to red. A while later he heard a singing in the air. Observed in a norherly direction. Should have landed somewhere near Vännäs. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 19)

xxx-D: A man in Vännäs saw the light come of a cloud in the east. Seemed to be at very low altitude (25-30 meters). Exploded into small parts. Very intense light. No explosion, just a popping sound. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 19)

xxx-E: Holmögadd light-house. Green-yellow flaming light for 3-4 seconds, afterwards a low rumble so that window-panes rattled. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 19)

xxx-F: Teacher Arnold Gunsch [or Guntsch], Umeå, noted that the light-streak was bluish. Time between light and explosion about two minutes, meaning the meteor was 40 km from Umeå when the explosion occured. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr 19)

xxx-G: Erik Lindström, Bureå, was looking out of a window towards the southwest. He saw a luminous ball getting bigger and bigger. When it was about the size of the moon there was a series of light explosions with blue-white flashes. No sound was heard. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 20)

xxx-H: Witness on road between Skellefteå and Bureå. Blinding light for 4-5 seconds. A faint, sissling sound. (Norra Västerbotten, February 21)

xxx-I: From Skellefteå: Phenomenon in the SW. Fireball seemed to touch the atmosphere, then go up like a giant rocket and finally explode in a blue-white light. (Norra Västerbotten, February 21)

xxx-J: Witness U.P.Stenberg, Byske: Two light flashes in the south, ”like a big welding-arc”. (Norra Västerbotten, February 21)

xxx-K: Axel Johansson was cycling in the dark near Holmlundsjön, between Lycksele and Vilhelmina. First he saw two short glimses of light, than a yellow-green, light that blinded him so much that it was difficult to see moments after it was gone. Johansson heard no sound from the phenomenon. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, Febr. 21)

xxx-L: 18-year-old Seth Karlsson from Fjäderbäck near Umeå, was on the road between Gunnismark and Fjäderbäck. -- It was like a fireball coming from the direction of the moon. It went from the southeast to the northwest, lighting up the sky like daylight. There were red streaks after the meteor. Went towards the ground. Then I heard explosions like guns, but more dull. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, Febr. 21)

xxx-M: Näsmark, Bjurholm: a fireball in the sky, came from the west and went towards the east. Large fireball with long tail. Exploded into several parts, then darkness. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, Febr. 22)

xxx-N: A couple of young boys who were playing cards in the evening, in a village close by Flarken, were surprised the blinding light. They considered the phenomenon as a sign from above and hastily put the deck of cards away. It is also said that youngsters, out of sheer fright, had thrown themselves into the ditches to take shelter. In some places the noise was so loud that the windows were rattling, and the whole business had made a very uncanny impression on people. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

xxx-O: Mr. Sven Robertsson was going by car between Norrmalm and Lycksele when the whole of his view was suddenly lit up by a powerful light. The light was weird, Robertsson thought, almost like the light from a welding-arc. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

xxx-P: Grönliden, Västerbotten, weather observer Andersson, a flaming light, probably a large meteor. (SMHI yearbook, notes by Sven Schalin)  

xxx-Q: Umeå, Västerbotten, weather observer Fernholm, a flash of lightning so strong that ”it was like a summerday”, a strong detonation after a couple of minutes. (SMHI yearbook, notes by Sven Schalin)  

Sighting from Västernorrland:
xxx-R: The whole Hörnsjö area was lit up as by ”thousands of search-lights”. R. Eklund...was standing in the courtyard when suddenly everything became green-white around him. The nearby houses were bathed in a green-white light. There was sizzling and crackling and shortly afterwards powerful earthquakes. (Örnsköldsviks-Posten, February 18)

Sighting from Norrbotten
xxx-S: Witnesses at Arvidsjaur saw a brilliant light like a fireball, then explosion and a phosphorus-like light in the area. (Norra Västerbotten, Febr. 19)

Sightings from Finland:
xxx-T: ”In Österbotten witnesses the night between Sunday and Monday saw a fireball, which hissingly travelled through the air for about 1 ½ seconds, illuminating the area as though it was daylight... The phenomenon has been sighted at several places, including Vasa, where the rooms were lit up as by daylight, [and] in Jakobstad and the Tammerfors area. 

”Dr. Angervo [a meteorologist, see the February 21 halo phenomenon over Helsingfors] said that this very night a low pressure front passed over [Finland] at great speed, from the north going south. It was the fastest depression in the Fennoskandian area this winter. It´s speed was estimated at 100 km/h. 

”At 22.00 on Sunday night it was still over Lofoten [Norway], while at 06.00 hours the following morning it was passing over Åland. It was thus over Österbotten at the time. Dr. Angervo supposes that the observed light phenomenon was caused by a February lightning-storm...and that the fireball was a kind of rare flash of lightning.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, February 22)

Dr. Angervo may have been pressured for an answer by the journalist, but it eventually proved that this light phenomenon was not in the good doctor´s own special field of expertise... 

”...[the] meteor had on February 18, at 00.30 hours been sighted at several places between Jakobstad and Kurikka. This meteor, much smaller [than the February 21 meteor, see below], flew in a east-south-easterly direction and was not accompanied by any sound.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, Helsinki, Finland, March 3, 1946)

Status: Meteor

Sources:  see bracket after each sighting

Case XXX.

Aircraft and smoke-trail over Buafors
Time: February 21, noon (12.00-13.00)

Place: Buafors, Kroksjö and Ultervattnet, Västerbotten

”Villagers of Buafors...Thursday noon observed a strange light phenomenon in the sky. They heard engine noise like from an airplane, but there was no such in sight. On the other hand, they saw a smoke-trail, which seemed to part the clouds. This was observed for about 30 minutes and the trail among the clouds became wider and wider. The phenomen came from the southeast.” (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 22)

”We had a phone call from Kroksjö...where on Thursday, about 13.00 hours, an airplane was sighted over the village in the east, going in a westerly direction. The plane was not discernable but the wingtips could be seen and there was a continous sound. Over the village the plane released a long, red contrail behind. This is stated in view of the information given by Friday´s Radio Echo [a regular Swedish radio news program] where not only the sightings of Thursday evening [the meteor] were mentioned, but also incidents before noon [on Thursday]. (Västerbotten, February 23)

”At Ultervattnet, Mr Albert Ekman makes it clear that it was an airplane that passed over the neighbourhood Thursday morning, nothing else. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

”Six workers at a sawmill at Vebomark, Lövånger heard, at about 12.00 hours a sound like from an airplane, but none could be seen. Instead there was a broad streak of light across the sky.” (Västerbottens-Kuriren, and other newspapers [TT newswire], February 23) 

Status: Probable aircraft and contrail

Source: Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 22. 

Case XXX.
A halo over Helsingfors

Time: February 21, between 16.00 and 16.30 [Finnish time]

Place: Helsingfors (Helsinki), Finland

”The...phenomenon was seen between 16 and 16.30, when the sun was in the southwest. To the left of the sun a rainbow-coloured spot was observed, first shining in bright colours but later fading. We immediately phoned the meteorological central bureau where the phenomenon had been spotted and identified. Dr. Angervo told us that the spot was part of a so called sunring which sometimes can be seen to surround the sun at about 22 ½ degrees from it...”

Status: Halo phenomenon

Source: Hufvudstadsbladet, February 22

Case XXX.

The meteor that did not start a fire
Time: Thursday, February 21, about 20.30 [21.30 in Finland]

Place: Finland and the Swedish counties of Västerbotten, Västernorrland, Kopparberg (Dalarna), Gävleborg, Uppsala, Östergötland and Skaraborg

In view of the large area where this phenomenon was seen, it might have been a train of several meteors that simultaneously trailed through the Finnish-Swedish atmosphere. Noone, however, seems to have noted more than one flash (which was the case with the February 17 fireball). The February 21 meteor seemed to come from the east and was probably first observed from Finland:

Sightings from Finland:

xxx-A: ”FARM-HOUSE  SET ON FIRE BY A METEOR... Vasa, Saturday. A large number of meteors have been sighted in Österbotten. On Thursday at 21.30 hours a meteor fell in Ersbacken in Österbotten. Eye witnesses said they watched a streak of light, or an arrow of light, which while developing a strong light, and with a loud detonation, fell into a group of buildings, owned by Josefa Höglund and which includes a sauna and a smithy. Within moments the whole group of buildings was on fire and burnt to the ground. 

”A similar phenomenon was seen at Korsnäs, where it had the shape of a ball, splitting into two, developing a powerful light and a loud noise. In Kurikka a meteor fell down in Miedonkylä, the same night and at the same time. When the meteor hit ground a loud explosion was heard. In Malax a clear light was seen on Thursday at 21.30. A few minutes later a loud detonation was heard, shaking the buildings. The light was seen in the western sky. A similar phenomenon was also seen in Petalax. In Jurva people had, at the same time, noted some kind of quake, as if the wall was hit by a sledgehammer. In Storkyro a strong light was seen, lasting for a few minutes [!?], whereafter came a bang.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, February 24) 

”... Here we are dealing with the same phenomenon which was seen along the Norrland coast between Umeå and Sundsvall. Even as far to the south as in the Stockholm archipelago the light was seen in the sky. The places, noted in the newswire, are in the neighbourhood of Vasa, thus opposite to Härnösand [on the Swedish side of the Baltic]”. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 26)

The supposed connection between the burning sauna and the meteor caused a debate in the Finnish papers. The signature ”Tuus”, writing in Hufvudstadsbladet, noted that the connection was not possible since a meteor ”is ice-cold..not burning hot”. His colleague ”Neger”, writing in Vasabladet was of the other opinion. (Hufvudstadsbladet, February 26 and March 10). An official investigation, to clear the matter, followed. 

”THE METEOR SHOWER IN ÖSTERBOTTEN. Vasa, Wednesday. Since it has been established, these last few days, that a meteor has fallen in Miedonkylä in Kurikka and in Ersbacken in Övermark, in addition to which the meteor, at the last place mentioned, started a fire, the Finnish Geological Institute has sent a researcher to the place to investigate meteorites that might be found. For this purpose schoolmaster Aarne Mikkola has arrived in Österbotten, and thereafter to Kurikka. Schoolmaster Mikkola will perform investigations at the place where the meteor has fallen, whereafter he will compile a thorough and reliable report of sightings at the places where the meteor was seen.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, Helsinki, February 28)

”Concerning the meteor falls in the southern part of Österbotten, a couple of weeks ago, ore geologist Aimo [not Aarne] Mikkola has performed official investigations at the place. On February 21, at 21.30 hours, a meteor had flown in an east-westerly direction near the southern part of Kurikka and Närpes. Judging from the noises heard, it crashed into the Bottniska viken [Bothnian bay] some 30-50 kilometres from the coast. It is possible that parts of it fell in the border areas between Kurikka, Jurva and Östermark, but this has not been confirmed. On the other hand it is clear that the fire at the smithy in Ersbacka in Övermark has no connection to the meteor.although the two incidents occured at the same time.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, March 7)

Sightings from the county of Västerbotten:
xxx-B: Rickard Granberg from Ström at exactly 20.25: powerful lightning phenomena in the upper atmosphere. The streaks came from the north and went to the south. There was also a period of very strong light which was noticed indoors although electrical lights were on. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 22)

xxx-C: Ex-policman Axel Forssell, and his wife, saw the phenomenon from a road near Grisbacka at 20.20: a fireball ”the size of a handball”, greenish light, orange tail. Came from the west and seemed to crash into [river] Umeälven. No sound. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 22)

xxx-D: Engineer Frölander, Robertsfors, about 20.30 hours: meteor seen in a southerly direction. Strong, bluish light, later redish. Some villagers heard ”dull detonations”. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 22)

xxx-E: Lövånger: luminous ball with tail. (Smålands Dagblad, February 23)

xxx-F: Överrissjö: fireball at about 20.30. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

xxx-G: Lisbeth Jonsson, Stöcksjö: ”It was heavenly beautiful, and what made such a deep impression was the strange silence that prevailed. It was as if the nature held its breath while, from the bright sky, a red

ball slowly crossed the sky with a multicoloured tail behind, until it exploded without the slightest sound.” 

(Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

xxx-H: Emma Nilsson, Kusfors: ”The whole sky lit ut, as the place where I was standing. A big light case. It looked like a big lantern, hanging in the air. I stood watching this for a couple of minutes [!] until it was dark again. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

xxx-I: At Ulvöberg near Vilhelmina mr. Richard Jäger and a friend saw the strong light moving at great speed towards east, throwing sparks around. The neighbourhood was strongly lit ut. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

xxx-J: Exactly as on February 17 (see above), Mr. Sven Robertsson was in his car between Norrmalm and Lycksele, when he happened to see the second meteor within a few days. He thought: the same nuisance once again! He had later met another inhabitant of Lycksele, who had seen the phenomenon from out on the ice on [river] Umeälven. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23) 

Sightings from the county of Västernorrland:

xxx-K: A few witnesses at Stöde, about 20.30 hours: a fireball ”large as a football”, came from the north and traversed the sky. At zenith the fireball gave a crackling sound. The surroundings were lit up by the meteor. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, and other newspapers [TT newswire] February 22)
xxx-L: Rune Sandin, Sundhorn, and others: the whole area was lit up. Fireball disappeared in an easterly direction. (Sundsvalls Tidning, February 23) 

xxx-M: Hudiksvall area, about 20.15: Streak of light across the sky, light explosion. Fireball seemed to fall into the sea. (Sundsvalls Tidning, February 23)

xxx-N: Selånger: A woman found that it was suddenly complete light around her. As she turned around she caught sight of a fireball with a long tail of luminous and sparkling stars. After a short while the ball was gone. (Falu-Kuriren, Smålands Dagblad, and other newspapers [TT newswire], February 22)

Sightings from the county of Kopparberg (Dalarna)
xxx-O: Near Bjursås something like a meteor appeared. On Thursday evening between 8 and nine a person at Gopa saw a powerful star with a luminous tail. The star came in a north-easterly direction, ”getting bigger and bigger”. (Falu-Kuriren, February 22)

xxx-P: Gustafs, about 21.00: fireball came from zenith and disappeared in the northeast behind Rösåsen. ”Looked like a great fire”. (Mora Tidning, February 25)

xxx-Q: Söderbärke, about 20.00: meteor went from east to west, slightly smaller than the moon, explosed, only a few seconds. (Mora Tidning, February 25)

xxx-R: ”Bjurvattnet (weather observer Burström): On the 21st at 20.25 a powerful light was seen from a meteor. Ledningsmark (weather observer Nilsson): On the 21st at 20.42 the heavens were lit up by a fireball, which disappeared in a southerly direction.” (SMHI yearbook) 
xxx-S: ”Lisskogsåsen (weather observer Nilsson): On the 21st in the evening a strong light was seen, almost like a streak of lightning. Lövnäs (weather observer Eriksson): On the 21 st at 20.23 I saw a meteor in a northeasterly direction from my farm at Lövnäs. It was the size of a small moon and oblong by shape, up and down [?], a short tail almost straight up [towards zenith?]. The meteor went in a sloping curve towards north, shining rather clearly, the whole thing lasting only for a second. I was just standing, looking at the stary heaven and the aurora which was simultaneously to be seen in the north.” (SMHI yearbook) 
xxx-T: ”A rather singular phenomenon of nature was observed at Mångsbodarna on the 21st between 20 and 20.30, when the sky, for a moment was lit up by a very strong light. Straight up in the sky a big, round ball of fire was seen, with a long fiery tail behind, which seemed to fall straight down until hidden by the woods. No explosion was noted.” (SMHI yearbook)
Sighting from the county of Gävleborg
xxx-U: Stenegård, (weather observer Carlén): On the 21st at 20.30 a meteor light was seen in an easterly direction. (SMHI yearbook)
Sighting from the county of Uppland
xxx-V: A witness at Ramsta in the country near Uppsala thought it was a burning and falling aircraft, Thursday evening. Neither military nor civilian air authorities had any planes missing. (Falu-Kuriren, Borlänge Tidning, and other newspapers [TT newswire] February 22) 

Sighting from the county of Östergötland
xxx-W: ”Bona (weather observer Thorsell): on the 21st at 20.20 a meteor was observed in a northeasterly direction. It fell vertically with a blue tail, the ball seemed to be the size of a full-moon and lighting up the road where we were walking, as well as the surrounding terrain.” (SMHI yearbook) 

Sighting from the county of Skaraborg (Västergötland)
xxx-X: In spite of the slight difference in time and the long distance from the northern Baltic, the following has been viewed as yet another sighting of the same meteor: ”Århult (weather observer Klasson): on the 21 st at between 21 and 22 a fireball was observed in a northeasterly direction, with dark-red light, the ball seemed to go down into the ground, visible for about 2 seconds.” (SMHI yearbook)

Status: Meteor

Sources: See each case above. Credits: Heikki Virtanen (Hufvudstadsbladet), Clas Svahn (Norra Västerbotten), Anders Liljegren (Västerbottens-Kuriren), and others. SMHI yearbook, credit to Sven Schalin. 

The heavenly phenomenon - 

a poem on the meteor
The man in the moon rises his golden head

behind the snowcovered tops of the great wood.
But he, on his nightly passage, does not delay

by those, which he meets on the starsprangled sky.

He’s not tempted away by the brilliant bridesmaids

and does not go astray ‘mong the stars of heaven 
and although he often his back on us turn, 

secure he walks his way what may ever happen
But suddenly in the sky a fireball was glistening, 

obscuring the shine of the moon and the stars.

It went like a Jehu and then it lowered

to earth, where the snow cover hid every stone

The fireball was then heard to explode, 

so that the cabins were shaking. Then it was no more. 

What was it? one wondered. Was it an omen, 

a bomb, a comet, or the final judgement?

But the calm of the man in the moon was not rocked

since much he has seen in his wandering. 

”Say, who are you to run in this way,

not knowing the rules of traffic or having no sense

to show both esteem and regard towards others,

who also shall travel ‘cross the sky?

Yes, you should be ashame, you madman small! 

Go home to your mother, who nurtured you badly!”

In Stöcksjö and Lycksele and Rödåliden

in Flarken and Ulvoberg, Kroksjö and Ström, 

one looked at the watch, noting the time

and wondered slightly, if this was not a dream.

And men were almost blinded by the lustre, 

whenever the meteor was seen, wavering its tail.

But the deck of cards was hidden, smarting the soul,

by judgement, anyone wants to be the honest one.



Gärdsmygen [The wren]

Source: Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 26, 1946.

Case xxx.

High altitude object with contrail
Time: About February 25 or 26 at about 13.30-14.00 hours

Places: Trehörningen and Tavelsjö, county of Västerbotten

The area around [lake] Tavelsjön and [lake] Trehörningen, on the 64th parallel, in the county of Västerbotten, was a center of activity in the 1946 wave. In August and September the local police investigated a number of local sightings at the suggestion of the Defence Staff in Stockholm. Other reports from the area are to be found as cases xxx, xxx, xxx, xxx, xxx, xxx, xxx and xxx. 

The following is an excerpt from a report, dated September 20, signed by F.Johansson, a state police from Umeå, who had been sent to the area to investigate the series of sightings and the credibility of the witnesses.   

”In connection with the interrogations of the persons mentioned above [compare cases xxx, xxx and xxx] it was found that other phenomena should have been observed in the skies over the Tavelsjö area. In that connection an investigation was performed, whereby it was found out that the following persons had made sightings:

”5. One day around February 26, 1946. ([Interrogation by] F.Johansson, September 17, 1946). Yeoman Jonas Alfred Sandström, born on August 14, 1883, registered and living at Trehörningen, parish of Umeå, postal address Tavelsjö, telephone 20, Trehörningen: 

”One day around February 26, 1946, about 14.00 hours, when Sandström, in the company of yeomen Helmer Lövgren, Konrad Johansson, Gustav Jonsson, Oskar Jonsson and Frans Jonsson, all of them from Trehörningen, were working on water well som 400 meters NE of Sandström´s estate in Trehörningen, Sandström caught sight of a smoke trail going from the SW to the NE at a straight line. The smoke looked, mostly, like the smoke from a locomotive. Sandström followed the smoke trail  with his eyes and then saw at the northeastern end of it, an object, having the shape of an egg. The smoke trail and the object was at a very great altitude and the object was leaving at a very high speed. Sandström didn´t hear any noise from the object. In this connection he wanted to emphasize that drilling was going on in the water well, therefore the object might very well have had a sound without him noticing it. Sandström pointed out the object to his fellow workers, and all of them wondered what kind of phenomenon it could be. 

”At the time it was dry weather, but the sky was overclouded and the sun didn´t shine. The smoke trail was distrinctly visible, since it had a colour that was considerably lighter than the clouds. Later on it descended and evaporated just over the treetops of the nearby woods. The smoke never reached ground, therefore Sandström was not able to feel any odour or make any other observations. The dispersal of the smoke took about five minutes. 

”Concerning the appearance of the object, see the enclosed sketch, enclosure 6, made by Sandström. 

Sandström´s sketch of the object

”Sandström stated, on being questioned, that he, at no other time, had he seen any similar phenomenon.  

”6. One day at the end of February or beginning of March, 1946. ([questioned], the 17 of September, 1946, [by] F.Johansson). ”Yeoman Johan Oskar Grehn, born on December 7, 1892, registered and living at Tavelsjö, Umeå parish, postal adress Tavelsjö, telephone n:r 3, Tavelsjö:

”One day at the end of February or beginning of March 1946 at about 13.30 hours, when Grehn and yeoman Asel Teodor Andersson and Andersson´s son farm worker Ingvar Andersson, both of them from Långviken, parish of Umeå, were working in a forest owned by yeoman J.G.Johansson of Tavelsjö, situated about four kilometres to the northeast of the northern part of [lake] Tavelsjön, they noticed something strange around the sun. It seemed like a mist, and Grehn therefore asked his fellows what kind of weather was to be expected, since the sun had this appearance. At the next moment, however, he caught sight of an object coming at very high speed through the air from southwest and over the place where Grehn was standing, then continuing in a northeasterly direction. Before it disappeared out of sight, Grehn noticed that it changes direction three times, first a little bit to the east, then another bit to the east and then to the north, whereupon it disappeared behind the woods. The object, which didn´t fly very high up, emitted a bioling [simmering] sound. The noise was not remarkably powerful. The object left a trail of smoke, which remained in the sky for about an hour, whereupon it disintegrated. At the time there was a fine weather with sunshine and a heaven almost free from clouds.

”Concerning the appearance of the object, Grehn stated that it had a shape like the truck [knob] of a flagpole of the type that is pointed at the top and then gradually thicker. The object´s length was about 1,5 metres and it´s greatest width about 10 centimeters. The smoke seemed to emit about two metres behind the body from a pipe-like part of the object´s rear. The smoke then spread gradually. 

”Concerning the appearance of the object, see the enclosed sketch, enclosure 7, drawn by Grehn. 

”Grehn declared, on being questioned, that he had neither before nor after seen any such phenomenon.

”Probably the day after Grehn saw the object he read in Västerbottens-Kuriren about an object, which had fallen on a building in a place on the coast of northern Finland, whereupon the building had caught fire. This [the crash, or the publication of the case?] should have happened on the same day as Grehn saw the object and only a very short time thereafter [?]. Therefore, Grehn believed it was the same object.  

[Comment: This refers to the February 21 meteor. The story of a ”crash” in Finland was published by Västerbottens-Kuriren on February 26 (see case xxx). Grehn´s sighting therefore probably occured on the 25th. The 24th is unlikely since it was a Sunday, and the men would not have been at work. Grehn couln´t have seen the same object that crashed in Finland on the 21st, ince this was a evening meteor.]

Status: Unidentified. 

Source: Defence Staff files, War Archives, Stockholm.

March 

March 5: In a classic speach in Fulton, Missouri, Winston Churchill warns ”the free world” of ”the Red tyranny”. Only the anglo-saxon nations can save the world. A psychological war against socialism had started. ”The Cold War” is a new expression coined.   
A proposition to the Swedish parliament asks that Sweden join the newly formed United Nations. The proposition is passed on June 27.  

Russia decides, in March, that their troups shall immediately leave Bornholm, the Baltic island. As peace was declared in Europe, in May 1945, Russian bombs fell on Bornholm, the start of a 10 month long occupation.

March 13: Operation Paperclip
”On 13 March 1946 a new name came into being: Operation Paperclip. It was decided to offer.. German scientists and inventors very favourable long-term contracts which would allow them to bring their families to America and eventually to become citizens... The team of 127 engineers and inventors from Peenemunde, grouped around von Braun, stood out among them. They had been together for a long time, and had experiences and achievements in common. The V-2 rockets were their creation. Now they were to work together on developing and perfecting a missile for outer space.” (From: Josef Garlinski: ”Hitler´s last weapons. The underground war against the V1 and V2”, 1978)

March 18: V-2 rumours from behind the (new) ”Iron Curtain”
A TT newswire, with the [British] Daily Mail as the original source, distributed on March 19 helped set the scene for what was to occur in the spring and summer of 1946:

”SECRET V-2 EXPERIMENTS. London, March 18 (NTB from Reuters). German scientists and technicians who work under Russian supervision will shortly release a number of V2-bombs from a secret research stations on the Baltic, reports the Daily Mirror Berlin correspondent, Edwin Tetlow. The Soviet Union follows the example of the British who fired V2-bombs from Cuxhaven in October last. 

”The bombs that are to be used for the secret experiments on the Baltic coast, were found almost completed by Russian troups in a German factory in Mecklenburg, about 95 kilometres northwest of Berlin. They have later been completed into fullgrown V2-bombs by scientists who worked on them for Hitler during the war.”

”Other messages from the east, the correspondent continues, confirm that the Soviet-Russians systematically seek to find out everything the Germans know about the nuclear bomb, V-weapons and other ultra modern war innovations. Physicists who helped by planning of the German cyclotrones , huge magnetic machines used for nuclear fission are among the experts now working for the Russians.”

Source: NTB newswire published March 18 by Aftenposten and Dagbladet. TT newswire published by Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, Umebladet, Norra Västerbotten and other Swedish papers on March 19.
Case xxx.

Aurora borealis & magnetic problems
Time: March 25, March 28, etc.

Places: all over Sweden

”THE NORTHERN LIGHTS CONTINUE. SUNSPOTS CAUSE SIGNAL PROBLEMS FOR THE RAILWAYS. Stockholm (TT). A exceptionally bright aurora was visible late on the late evening and night between Monday and Tuesday, and the phenomenon was visible from the greater part of the country. It peaked at between 22.00 and 23.00 hours, when a beautiful auroral corona could be seen just south of the zenith. 

”The northern lights are related to the bright sunspots now appearing, it is explained from the Saltsjöbaden observatory. At the observatory a bright sunspot has been observed during the last days and is succeded by other spots since the sun just now is heading for a sunspot maxima. Therefore it is likely that the aurora will repeat during the coming nights. 

”As a result of the atmospheric disturbances no foreign radio broadcasts could be caught even by very good receivers. On short- as well as on long-wave there was a complete silence after the Swedish program was ended. The northern lights also caused problems for the railway´s signal systems. Until midnight observation patrols were out on certain rail sections to observerve the fall of voltage. It happens that this will amount to a few volts, says engineer T. Lundberg, and that stop signals at railway crossings are temporary set out of function. The railway board was noted by the observatory at Lovön and arranged for observations between 17.00 and 19.00 hours and 23.00 to 24.00 hours. No reports had come in so far during the evening, but on previous occasions it seems like a zone accross mid-Sweden was especially affected.” (Norra Västerbotten, Mora Tidning and other newspapers [from TT], March 26)

”POWERFUL AURORA SEEN IN BLEKINGE. A powerful aurora flamed on the northern part of the sky on Monday evening. Rare at our latitude [Blekinge is just north of the 56th parallel] - SSD [newspaper Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad] noted the last one on October 27 last year - the natural phenomenon caused great attention due to it´s powerful flames, mostly red and green. The light started at about 21.00 hours and was, on the horizon from Svängsta, so brilliant that the northwestern sky was lit like in sunlight. This continued for several hours. At Karlskrona a number of townspeople called SSD to report the light, which was also noted at Olofström and other places.” (Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, March 26).

”A NEW AURORA - THE MOST BEAUTIFUL FOR AGES. 

”Evening spectators in Karlskrona could, Thursday evening, enjoy a beautiful scenery in the sky and a number of people, who made contact with SSD, report that the aurora was the most beautiful seen for ages in this area. It took on a grey-green hue and is alternating between long, broad ribbons and winding strands of smoke. The ribbons now and then disappeared only to appear at another spot. According to what SSD has learned the lights have been seen at other places, like Karlshamn, Mörrum and Olofström. It is evident that the whole of Blekinge has seen the show. The magnificient aurora was seen in Stockholm, too.” (Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, March 29).

”THE MAGNETIC STORM THE MOST POWERFUL EVER. Wellington, New Zealand the 29th. (TT from Reuters). This weeks magnetic storms, all over the world, which has caused northern as well as southern lights, and trouble with radio and telephone connections, is probably the most powerful ever recorded, declares I.L. Thomsen, director of the Carter observatory at Wellington. Through the storm New Zealand was completely cut off from all communications with the world, and even the radio- and cable connections between the UK and Australia broke down. Over New Zealand an extremely beautiful southern light was visible during the magnetic storm.” (Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, March 30). 

Status: Aurora borealis

Sources: noted above.

March-May: Ten Swedish defence experts on study tour in the US
In April and May, 1946, ten Swedish defence experts toured the US collecting ideas for the future development of the Swedish forces. The delegation travelled from Gothenburg on March 26 with the Swedish American liner Drottningholm. Arriving in New York on April 8, the first week was spent in Washington D.C. before the delegation spread to US military industries and installations such as Fort Monmouth, Wright Field, Fort Bliss, Eglin Field, Fort Monroe, Fort Bragg, Norfolk, Boston, Philadelphia, etc.  The experts usually travelled in pairs of two. 

On the outward voyage to New York the days on the Atlantic were spent on literature studies, presenations and discussions. Among the delegates we recognise Commander Carl-Gustaf de Maré (radar expert of the Royal Naval Administration), Doctor Hugo Larsson (telecommunications and remote-control expert with FOA) and Division Head Martin Fehrm (radar and radio specialist with FOA). These people came to play a major role in the ”Space Projectile committee” appointed in July. 

In the US, the delegation was presented with some of the latest military gadgets at companies such as ITT and RCA. At the later company the delegation was confronted (among other things) with three new American innovations: television, an electronic calculator -- and the self-service restaurang...

(To be translated in more detail...)

Swedish contacts with the American military forces were extensive. The Swedish government, through Col. Arvid Eriksson of the Washington embassy,  invited Col. Floyd Wergeland (US Army) to make a 4 week toor of Sweden in June and July.  

Source: Daybooks from the delegation. Flygförvaltningen. Materielavd. Ink. och avg. handlingar. 1946. Series F:I. Volume 14. (War Archives, Stockholm). (Comment: More copies should be made from the daybooks...). Försvarsstaben: Försvarsattachéernas arkiv. Mil.attachén i Washington, Serie FI, Volume 9.

April

Case xxx.

Ball lightning at Väderöbod
Time: April 5

Place: Väderöbod

”A ball lightning was reported on Friday from Väderöbod [a lighthouse on the Swedish west coast, off Hamburgsund]...” 

Status: Ball lightning?

Source: Smålands Dagblad, from TT, April 6.

Case xxx.

Sun-dogs over Fagerhult
Time: April 6, morning

Place: Fagerhult, county of Kalmar.

”County of Kalmar. Fagerhult ([weather observer] Carlsson). On the 6th, shortly after sunrise, a big spot of light was seen to the left of the sun. It seemed like two suns had risen. Later, at 08.00-09.00 hours two rainbow-like spots were noted on each side of the sun, moving at the same pace as the sun, disappearing at about 10.00 hours. The spot of light, first noted, was, however, at almost the same place in the sky and decreased until it disappeared at about 09.00 hours.” 

Status: Halo phenomenon

Source: SMHI yearbook. Credit: Sven Schalin.

April 16: First V2 up from White Sands
Werner von Braun on Operation Paperclip: ”The test facilities [at White Sands] became more elaborate as the program picked up speed. The first static firing test of a V-2 power plant in the United States took place on 14 March 1946, and soon afterward a series of test flights began. The first American-adapted V-2 was flown from the White Sands Proving Ground, New Mexico, on April 16 1946, after its static test on March 14. Other flights of missiles equipped with instruments to test the upper atmosphere and ionosphere followed quickly.” (Wernher von Braun & Frederick I. Ordway III: ”History of rocketry & space travel”, 1975, page 123). 
April 18: Defence Staff interested in book on rocket power
On April 18, Captain Bertil Hedberg, who worked for the Swedish military attaché in Washington, sent the Defence Staff in Stockholm a copy of one of the latest American books, titled ”The Coming Age of Rocket Power”. 

Source: Letter in the files of the Defence Attachés.

April 19: Wright Field review of ”German aerodynamic studies”
A large number of allied documents on German technical developments during WWII were freely offered, in 1946, to Swedish researchers in the defence industry and defence authorities. One sample of these documents, ”Brief review of German aerodynamic studies”, Air Technical Intelligence Review Report Number F-IR-1-RE is dated 4-19-46, authored by ”Personnel of Air Technical Ingelligence under Command of USSTAF” and distributed by ”Headquarters, Air Material Command, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio”. [US Classification: Restricted].

The document reports on late August 1945 interviews with a number of German aircraft designers by Dr Francis H. Clauser, Exploitation Division, USSTAF, Douglas Aircraft Co. Clauser first interviewed two young German gentlemen, Mr. Heinemann and Mr. Zacher who have worked in Prien with the Flug-Technische-Fachgruppe, ”a group of engineers, pilots and craftsman that started out as an academic flying group, but during the last year of the war was engaged in the design of a series of flying wings”. A German aerodynamic designer, Dr. Lippisch, had been ”their guiding light”. Lippisch had tested elliptical shaped bodies in wind-tunnel at the end of the war. 

Ideas for triangular-shaped flying wing with elliptical wing surfaces. 

Dr. Clauser, in his skeptical report, refutes some of the young German engineers more wild claims, but also recommends that the group should get Air Force support to test their DM-1, a flying wing glider, ”completely designed and about 95% constructed”, out of a Munich airfield. 

The report also includes interviews with aircraft developers such as professors Georgii, Sänger and Dr. Bredt. Sänger and Bredt had published ”calculations that show that rocket-driven aircraft are capable of travelling more than halfway around the earth”. Dr. Clauser met and had technical discussions with Sänger, Bredt and Georgii in Ainring [near Salzburg, Austria] on August 31, 1945. 

Clauser concludes that ”...a rocket similar to the V-2 but equipped with a reasonable set of wings will have astounding performance regardless of the drag, it it is given a large initial velocity so that the great majority of the fuel is not dissipated ineffectively at low speeds.” 

Source: Report found in Air Administration: The missile weapons bureau. Unregistered documents of historical interest. Series Ö1, volume 9. [War Archives, Stockholm]. 

Case xxx.

A Norwegian fireball
Time: April 21, 21.00 hours

Place: Hedemarken, Norway

In a review of ”the heavens of May”, S. Einbu of Dombås, Norway noted: ”A fireball passed over Hedemarken on April 21 at 21.00 in a northeasterly direction.”

Status: Meteor

Source: Buskerud Blad, May 6, 1946. Credit: Ole Jonny Braenne.

Case xxx.

Detonations in the southern Baltic
Time: April 23, 24, 25, 26

Place: Counties of Blekinge, Skåne and Kalmar, the southern part of the Baltic, Bornholm (Danish island in the Baltic)

”EARTHQUAKE IN BLEKINGE MADE HOUSES RATTLE. Mysterious phenomenon Wednesday evening centered on the Karlshamn area.  On Wednesday evening a series of rather powerful earthquakes, which at some places made houses tremble, and window-panes rattle so much that one thought they would break, were observed at different places off the coast of Blekinge. The earthquake - which it probably was - was followed by a dull rumble. The phenomenon was most prominent in the area of Karlshamn and on Listerlandet [peninsula where the town Sölvesborg is situated]. The shocks were also noted in Karlskrona, although not as powerful there. From Karlshamn the SSD correspondent reports that a series of shocks occurred between 18.45 and 20.10, whereupon a powerful quake was noticed at 21.30.

”...Railway clerk Albert Magnusson was on his way home at 18.45. He heard a rumble of about the same type as when the navy is using their heavy gunnery at sea. When, at 19.35-19.40, he returned to the Karlshamn railway station, he noticed that a door started to tremble. He thought this was curious since the door is heavy and was locked. This tremble of the door he noticed at two times with a short interval...”

The Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad (SSD) published about ten other witness reports from Blekinge (places such as Mörrum, Hällaryd, Bräkne-Hoby, Åryd, Sölvesborg, and Hörviken), which are not translated in detail, here. In Karlskrona the first weak quakes were observed at about 17.00 hours. The quake seemed to come from out of the sea [the Baltic]. ”As a peculiar thing it could be noted that on the 28th of April last year [1945] - thus almost one year ago - a similar quake was noted on Listerlandet.” (Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, April 25).

The trembles were also noted on the southern coast of Skåne, down to Trelleborg. Trembles and rattling windows were reported near Simrishamn, Ystad and Trelleborg between 19.00 and 20.00. The seismograph at Lund did not, however, register anything like a quake. Window panes were rattling at Rönne and other villages on the Danish island of Bornholm [in the southern Baltic], as they did during the war when fighting was most intense in north-Germany and Poland. (Helsingborgs Dagblad, April 25). 

”Even on Thursday trembles were noted at different times along the coast of Blekinge. From reports it seems the trembles this time were more powerful towards the Ronneby area [more to the west]... A man employed by the Karlshamn electricity board tells us...that he had already on Tuesday...noted quakes, which seemed to come from the sea. These trembles were not as powerful as those on Wednesday evening and Thursday. The trembles on Tuesday reminded him of heavy gunnery at sea... 

”...The SSD correspondent at Asarum had, Thursday, a telephone call from a person at Nötabråne, about 4 kilometres to the north, just as a quake was noted. The person at Nötabråne noted the tremble a little while later [than the SSD correspondent]. From this one could conclude that the tremble came from the south... At the Storelid school one of the trembles, at noon, was so strong that a door to one of the class-rooms opened up... Thursday at 11.10, 12.00 and about 14.00 powerful trembles were noted near Hulta in the Karlskrona area. Windows and saucers on tables rattled. (Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, April 26).

The trembles were blamed on Swedish or Russian navy exercises. One newspaper (Helsingborgs Dagblad) even theorized about Russian nuclear tests in the Baltic:    

”NUCLEAR TESTS OR SETTLING ON THE BOTTOM OF THE BALTIC? The rumble has now moved to the north and has been heard at Kalmar. Stockholm the 26th (HD). Are there Russian nuclear bomb tests going on in the southern Baltic? The question may seem bold, but fact is that it has been seriously put, and not without substance in view of the mysterious, very powerful detonations from the sea, which now, since two days, keeps the south-Swedish coast trembling. 

”Fishermen and others, who have experience from close contact with the war, state with determination, that, as opposed to the denial from naval authorities,  it is the question of heavy gunnery or bombs. A few fishermen, who have been far from the coast, describe the noise as dull, clearly defined reports. 

”New reports does not bring us closer to a solution, on the contrary. Now the rumble has moved northwards and was heard up in the Kalmar area. This time, too, the phenomenon cause doors to shut and paintings to fall from walls. This has happened in Kalmar.  

”Science keeps to the theory that it is quakes at the bottom of the sea, but to them it is yet strange that the centre of activity has moved so far north. This transfer strengthens the view that, after all, it is detonations caused by ships on the move, as the fishermen think.

”....Swedish military authorities - naval as well as army - declared on Friday afternoon, that the detonations do not come from Swedish exercises or minesweeping... It is also denied by military experts that gunnery at sea could close doors and make paintings fall from a wall. One is mostly bent on identifying the strange happenings as geological phenomena, a hypothesis that has support from science, where it is thought that the dull rumblings come from local settlings in the layers of the earth, not unusual, for instance, in the chalk layers near Bornholm. Settlings of such limited proportions that they do not register on seismographs.” (Helsingborgs Dagblad, April 27).

Status: Earth tremors or naval gunnery [Russian?]

Sources: Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, April 25 and 26; Helsingborgs Dagblad, April 25 and 27.

Case xxx.

Fireball near Härnösand & Sundsvall

Time: April 25, 22.05 hours

Place: Härnösand and Sundsvall area, county of Västernorrland

The following two reports may have a connection: 

xxx-1. A pilot officer of the Air Force reserve [F7 wing], named Winter, reported [reporting date unknown, but early in the 1946 wave] a phenomenon to the Defence Staff. The report was noted in writing on a slip of paper: At 22.05 hours on April 25 Winter was flying from Kallax to the F7 airbase [at Såtenäs]. While 10 kilometres north of Härnösand and flying at 1.000 meters, he noticed a continous white light at bearing 215 (the SW), that divided into six parts, descended and went out. The whole phenomenon lasted no more than 3 seconds. The phenomenon had a westerly course (about 270 degrees). [This is the first report noted on the Defence Staff summary tables of 1946 cases.]   

xxx-2. FIREBALL FLEW OVER THE TOWN YESTERDAY. Inhabitants of Sundsvall who took a walk yesterday night at about 23.00 hours experienced a fireball illuminating the sky. The ball, according to our source, was equipped with a mightly tail and went unusually low and slow, exploding right over the town and thus ending the heavenly fireworks. 

Status: Meteor

Sources: War Archives and Sundsvalls Tidning, April 25. 

Rumours from the US
”On April 28, 1946, [Swedish] minister of foreign affairs Undén had a strictly confidential talk, in his home, with his Norwegian colleague Halvard Lange. Lange stated that he had had information to the effect that there was an imminent danger of war. Certain American circles, to which general Eisenhower belonged, had the opinion that the differences between the US and Soviet had taken on such a nature that the US ought to strike with a preventive war. President Truman, however, was opposed to this. The rumours came from the US.” (Yngve Möller: Östen Undén. A biography. Norstedts, 1986, page 291).  
May
Case xxx.

Ball lightning knocked pedestrians 

Time: May 2, afternoon

Place: Svaneke on the Danish island of Bornholm in the Baltic

”BALL LIGHTNINGS KNOCKED DOWN PEDESTRIANS IN THE STREETS. A violent storm passed, on Thursday afternoon, through the small town Svaneke on Bornholm. Ball-lightnings burst out in the houses. Several people in the streets were hit by the lightning and thrown to the ground, some of them paralyzed and with numbness for several hours afterwards. On several instances the lightnings twined round the legs of people and continued out in the street where they exploded with large sparks thrown in all directions. Great damages were caused on the electrical wires and the telephone net. Almost all fuses in the town burnt out and many radio receivers were destroyed. The church steeple was split by a lightning-bolt.

Status: Ball lightning

Source: Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, May 4.

Case xxx.

A mysterious light over Stockholm
Time: May 3, evening

Place: Stockholm

”A mysterious white shining light over the Stockholm horizon occasioned a lively inquiry on Friday evening in the newspaper´s telephone exchange as well as with the fire brigade. Some observers had also heard reports, but they probably arose from some blasting work. Concerning the light it is thought at the Saltsjöbaden observatory that it was some kind of aurora [northern lights]. The light had been seen from Saltsjöbaden in a northwesterly direction. It is possible that a changeover to clearer weather, which is now now signalled, has some connection with this celestial phenomenon.”

Status: Aurora borealis

Source: Morgon-Tidningen, May 4 [from Thomas Bullard: The Airship file]; Göteborgs-Tidninge, May 4.

May 4: 173 V-2 bombs explode by fire near Nuremburg
A huge German ammunition storage area, close to Nuremburg, caught fire on May 4, causing 15.000 tons of ammunition to explode with a violence that smashed window panes in a 15 km wide area, forcing 2.000 local inhabitants to desert their homes. A bunker with 173 V2-bombs, each with one ton of explosives, caught fire and exploded. It was reported that Rudolf Hess, imprisoned in Nuremberg, had exclaimed, during the six hour long series of explosions, ”Now war is here - the allies have clashed!”, while Hermann Göring had been sleeping tightly the whole night after a good meal the evening before... 

Sources: Helsingborgs Dagblad, May 5 & 6. 
May 7: German researchers to Britain
”ENGLAND TAKE OVER GERMAN RESEARCHERS. London, Monday (TT from Reuters). About 25 German scientists, who have been working in Germany, will be brought to Great Britain to help British researchers who work on problems connected to reaction power. The Germans will not be treated as prisoners of war. It is the question of non-nazis. They will be treated like ordinary foreigners and work in the neighbourhood of Farnborough in Hampshire. 

Source: Morgon Tidningen, May 7. 

Case xxx.

Man attacked by a flying cigar?
Time: May 16, at 07.10 in the morning

Place: Erlandsbo, Stjärnvik, Gunnilbo, county of Västmanland

The following letter was published in a 1959 issue of the Swedish weekly ”Året Runt” (as a reaction to their publication of an article on the Domsten affair - now proved to be a hoax):

”Concerning the article on space creatures in Året Runt nr 6 I can relate the following: On May 16, 1946, at 10.15, I was occupied with digging out peats just south of the Erlandsbo farm in Västmanland. The moss was about 400 meters across. At a distance that I would judge at about five kilometers something like a black streak came rushing. It enlarged and I could see that it resembled a cigar changing in red, blue and green. The object moved ahead at a terrible speed, descended over a grove and twisted and rocked like a ship in rough waters. I clearly remember seeing contrails. As I stood there on the moss I was caught by a strange feeling of agony. It was as if it had made a large hole in my chest. I couln´t move, not do my work. I understand that the boys from Helsingborg [the Domsten hoax case] speak of being ”magnetized”. I was greatly shocked by this incident and I have never told it until now. 



Arvid Andersson



Färnabruk

About one year later Mr. Andersson also wrote a letter, with more details, to ufologist Sven Schalin [who was the first investigator of the Domsten hoax]: 

”Åhammar, January 25, 1960. Dear Mr. Schalin! Concerning your article in the [weekly] Såningsmannen I would like to tell you about an experience I have had. At 7.10 [note the three-hour difference] on Thursday, May 16, 1946, I stood at my workplace, the moss which is to the west of the farm Erlandsbo in the parish of Gunnilbo, when I looked up and caught sight of a vertical streak of smoke in a completely cloudless sky. The streak got longer and longer. I estimated the altitude at 8 kilometres where it started. At the end I saw a dark point that took on the contours of a cigar. At a height of about 3 kilometres the object leveled out and took course on me. Then I felt like a magnet in my feet and I couldn´t move them. At the same time I heard a noise like raindrops falling on leaves. Then it felt like I had been fired at and had gotten a ”squarish” hole in my chest. With the greatest willpower I finally managed to break free and continue with my work to pick ”pieces” [exact meaning of this is not clear] from a rope-way. After maybe 30 seconds I saw how the cigar had first changed its course to the north and then it, once again, came straight for me, from a distance of about 400 meters. Then I had like an ache round my heart. This seizure lasted for 2-3 seconds. Then it changed course towards the west and passed by me at an altitude of about 100 meters. It´s size was about 12-15 long, 2-3 meter in height and it had a light source with ”deep silver” about 1,5 meters from the stern. After it had passed by it attacked once again and then with ”beams of heat”. It felt like seven hot points of knives on my left side of the head. At the same time it sort of drew the sight out of my left eye. During these attacks it ascended vertically about 20 meters. Then I got scared and covered my eyes. As I looked again it had turned to the south. It flew for about 800 meters in that way [in that direction?], but then it tipped down the bow and at the same instant it disappeared although the horizon was far away. The whole incident lasted for about 3 minutes. Of the injuries I got I still feel the whole in my chest, the burns in my head and the sight on my left eye is hampered, also the right eye, but not so much. None out of four eye doctors I have saught out has understood ”my visual picture”. I have not told them about this. I have more to tell you of you are interested. 



      Sincerely,



      Arvid Andersson



      Åhammar



      Färnabruk”

Sven Schalin answered the letter, explaining his desire to pay a personal visit to Mr. Andersson. He got the following reply:

”Åhammar, February 19, 1960. Thank you for your letter of February 6. I forgot to tell you, in my previous letter, that I am a woodman and 48 years old. You wanted to visit me here and it would be suitable during April or May, if only you write a few lines before the journey. Please feel free to bring along someone who is interested. It does not matter if others hear about my experience. Then we will visit the place where I saw the UFO-”cigar” so that you will see how I saw it and how I was attacked. I once again thank you for your interest and hope to see you. 



Kindest regards,



Arvid Andersson”

Sven Schalin made plans for a visit, wrote another letter, but then got this reply:

”Central hospital of Västerås. To Mr. Sven Schalin, Linköping.  On commission by Mr. Arvid Andersson from Åhammar, Färna bruk, I now write to you. Mr. A. is presently admitted to the psychiatric clinic...and does no longer want to maintain the correspondence. You could hardly expect any practical value from his observations and experiences. Your planned visit to Mr. A. at the beginning of May can hardly give you any information of value. The psychiatric clinic, Västerås, May 5, 1960. On duty, /signed/ E.Kottenhoff, assistant physician.”

In 1988, Clas Svahn attempted another follow-up on this story. ”Unfortunately, Arvid Andersson is dead since more than 20 years. I spoke to the alderman of the village, Erik Bagner, who was an enthusiastic and helpful man. He knew Arvid well as also his sighting but didn´t himself believe in ”saucers”. All relatives of Arvid are dead and so the chances of getting any new information in this case is zero. 

Status: Psychological?

Sources: Clipping from Året Runt 1959 [issue unknown]; Sven Schalin correspondence file; letter Clas Svahn - Anders Liljegren, January 17, 1988.

Case xxx.

A slag-like substance from Stöde
Time: mid-May, 1946

Place: Ramåsen, Stöde, county of Västernorrland

During 1946, the chemical laboratory of Försvarets forsknings-anstalt [The Research Institute of National Defence], FOA 1, analyzed more than 30 finds of materials believed to have a connection with the phenomena in the sky. All those cases were reported after the July 9 meteor and the subsequent request for reports from the general public. Although reported in mid-July the following case is reported, however, to have occurred in mid-May:

”Test nr 8. Specimen recovered July 1946 in Stöde. Specimen arrived at FOA 1 on July 16, 1946. Accompanied by the following letter from Captain Westlin of the Royal Sundsvall air defence corps:


”In addition to previous reports another report has come from Stöde, that, in mid-May, the owner of Ranåsen nr 1 had discovered, in a field, a slag-like substance, around which the gras was burnt in a one metre radius. The place is situated in an open field 100 meters from the road and 200 meters from the dwelling-house. This glowing mass had probably been thrown through the air. Drops from this [the mass] was found on several spots in the vicinity. Parts of this mass is sent separately by post.”

”The specimen is made up of several pieces of a light-grey mass, which, in it, includes withered blades of grass. The gras is tightly packed into the mass. On being broken the mass is internally of a somewhat darker grey colour. The mass is not porous, but has a compact structure. It is brittle and can easily be broken. The mass is soluble in hydrochloric acid [Sw: saltsyra] with heavy emission of gas (carbonic acid). The mass is probably lime-nitrogen [Sw: kalk-kväve], which a while ago came to the spot, where the find was made, in the form of a powdercake. It is known that if lime-nitrogen is not distributed well, it will destroy vegetation close by. The blades of gras in the specimen do not have any sign of a burning process but seem to have withered. It is therefore probable that the gras, at the claimed burnt area, was destroyed by the influence of lime-nitrogen.”

Status: No UFO report

Source: Försvarets forskningsanstalt, test nr 8. [War Archives].

Case xxx.

A landed saucer with humanoid
Time: May 18, 1946

Place: Vegeholm, near Ängelholm, county of Skåne

This case is one of the most wellknown in Swedish ufolore. Gösta Carlsson´s....

(To be translated)

Teckning av Gösta Carlssons tefat

Har Clas någon sammanfattning på engelska av fallet, onödigt kanske att lägga ned arbete på detta?

Status: Psychological?

Sources:
May 18: Swedish trade agreement delegation to Moscow
The Swedish government appointed a seven-headed delegation, chaired by ambassador Rolf Sohlman, to negotiate with the Soviet Union on a trade agreement. On July 24, the delegation flew to Moscow to start negotiations. 

Source: Helsingborgs Dagblad, May 19. Ingemar Hägglöf: Berätta för Joen. 
Case xxx.

Rocket-like object over Dalarna

Time: May 21, between 11.00 and 12.00 hours

Place: Between Dala-Floda and Mockfjärd in the county of Dalarna

In August 1979, Sweden´s largest newspaper Expressen ran a four-page article on the UFO mystery. The newspaper reprinted UFO-Sweden´s questionnaire and invited people to send their written reports to the organizations report centre. One of the sightings received is, if correct, one of the earliest cases of a typical missile-type ”ghost rocket”. The case was never reported to the military in 1946, however. [In any case, it is not to be found in the Defence Staff files.] 

The questionnaire was filled out by Oskar Karlsson, a 58-year old [in 1979] construction worker living at Snöåbyn near Dala-Järna. The questionnaire is accompanied by a short letter that describes the incident in this way: 

”I was riding my cycle between Dala-Järna and Falun on the day in question, May 21, 1946. I had a errand to Falun. Instead of taking the bus I went by bike, which was my vehicle in those years... As I started off, equipped with a few sandwiches, I rested between Dala-Floda and Mockfjärd, 36 kilometres from my home. I paused at a small clearing near riks-71 [national road 71]. I had been sitting there for a while when I heard a hissing sound above me. I looked around but not a needle or a leaf was moving [there was no wind]. I then looked up [into the sky] and I caught sight of this object. For a very short time, two seconds, did I note the object. What confuses me is that I heard the noise before I could see the object. Maybe something passed over me before I looked up and could see the object?

”Before arriving in Falun I met a friend whom I told about what I had seen. I had thoughts of going to the Falu-Kuriren editorial office and tell them about what I had seen, but this I never did. I was in a hurry to go home, since the next day I was to start a [new] work for the railway company. There I also told [my new work-mates] about what I had seen, but noone said anything. Maybe they thought they had gotten a strange new mate. On the next Saturday I got married. This is what the object looked like. 

Oskar Karlssons teckning.

”On my honour.”

From the questionnaire, signed by Oskar Karlsson on August 9, 1979, the following data can be extracted: Mr. Karlsson was alone to see the phenomenon. He saw the object at about 11.00-12.00 hours on Tuesday, May 21, 1946. It was ”not a cloud in sky, sunshine, no wind at all”. The object was darker than the sky. The witness heard a hissing, like an artíllery....[word unreadable]. The object crossed the sky going from the north to the south, very quickly. To the question, ”What is your personal opinion about the phenomenon?”, Karlsson wrote: ”That it was some experiment from Soviet or the US, like a V2-rocket.”  

In view of the time that has passed between sighting and report [33 years] no effort was made, in 1979, to acquire more data. 

Status: Unidentified

Source: Questionnaire and letter, August 9, 1979.

Case xxx.

Luminous ball over Öresund

Time: Tuesday, May 21, 22.10 hours

Place: from Hälsingborg, over the Öresund

This report of a luminous ball was published by Helsingborgs Dagblad after a series of luminous phenomena had been sighted, in the south of Sweden, between May 23 and May 26.

”MYSTERIOUS FIREBALL ALSO OBSERVED IN HÄLSINGBORG. A luminous ball of the same kind as has been sighted at various places in our country, was - according to what HD has learnt - seen in Hälsingborg. It was Miss Anna Teieri, Margareta-platsen 6, who, in the company of a few friends observed the mysterious phenomenon. 

”- It was Tuesday evening last week...as we were sitting a few people on our balcony. We live on the sixth floor and have a good view out over the Sound [Öresund, the sound between Sweden and Denmark]. At about 22.10 hours we sighted the fireball in the direction of Helsingörsgatan [a street in Hälsingborg]. We first thought it was a star, but when we saw that it moved and also that it had a strange yellow colour, we understood that it must be something else. Later, it flamed up och threw sparks now and then. It took 35 seconds before it had passed [over] the Sound and disappeared behind the Viadukten [the viaduct - ?].”

Status: Insufficient information [star, balloon, airplane?]

Source: Helsingborgs Dagblad, May 29. 

